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MONTREAL — At St. Joseph’s Oratory in Montreal people bring their troubles and fears to the carpenter and builder who
raised Jesus and protected his mother Mary. Inaugurated by Pope Francis on December 8, we are now in the midst of a year
dedicated to St. Joseph and heading toward his feast day March 19.. Story page 7. (Michael Swan photo)

A lector delivers a reading during mass. Pope Francis
ordered a change to the Code of Canon Law so that women
may be formally instituted as lectors and acolytes. Story
page 9. (CNS photo/Gregory A. Shemitz)

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis said that the coronavirus
lockdown made him feel imprisoned but ultimately led him
to find different ways to carry out his ministry. Story page 9.
(CNS photo/Evandro Inetti, pool)
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New FreemanThe
Still ‘a long way to go’ to implement
TRC Calls to Action
By WENDY-ANN CLARKE
The Catholic Register

Five years after the Truth and Reconcilia-
tion Commission (TRC) issued its final re-
port, there is agreement that strides have been
made in the journey towards healing with
Canada’s Indigenous peoples.

But Church officials and Indigenous lead-
ers recognize there is still some way to go.

Released in 2015, the TRC report included
94 Calls to Action to achieve true reconcilia-
tion, including two — Calls to Action 48 and
49 — aimed directly at church parties to the
2006 Indian Residential Schools Agreement.
These call for churches to adopt and comply
with the principles of UNDRIP (the United
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indig-
enous Peoples) as a framework for reconcili-
ation, and calls on religious denominations and
faith groups to repudiate concepts used to
justify sovereignty over Indigenous peoples
and their lands.

In 2016, the Canadian Conference of
Catholic Bishops (CCCB) released a document
outlining the Catholic commitment to UNDRIP,
and earlier this month the federal government
of Canada followed through with legislation
to implement the Declaration. But the work
has just begun.

“We still have a long way to go because
we’re a society still marked by injustice in so
many ways,” said Regina Archbishop Donald
Bolen. “In societal indicators of wellbeing,
such as employment rates, suicide rates, ac-
cess to health, access to good drinking wa-
ter, access to education, incarceration rates
and poverty rates, in almost every area Indig-
enous people in Canada are on the losing end.

“That just points to a systematic injustice
and embedded racism and the need to be very
proactive (as the Church) in accompanying
Indigenous people in their struggle for jus-
tice.”

While Archbishop Bolen believes the TRC
has been effective in moving the conversa-
tion around reconciliation to the forefront in
the Church, he says the document serves as
a reference point as the Church works to sup-
port and uphold the dignity of Indigenous peo-
ple in any way needed, whether directly out-
lined in the TRC or not. A large part of that,
he says, comes from listening to Indigenous
voices and honouring their valuable contribu-
tions to Canadian society now and going into
the future.

“I think recent teachings of Pope Francis,

especially on the environment, highlight the
wisdom that we need to learn in order to go
forward,” said  Archbishop Bolen. “Often that
wisdom is very well articulated in Indigenous
traditions, understanding of the land, under-
standing of creation and our relationship with
other creatures.

“I always find it beautiful to hear an Indig-
enous prayer, which acknowledges the two
legs and the four legs, the swimmers and the

winged ones. It speaks so beautifully of other
creatures and our relationship with the rest
of creation.”

 Archbishop Bolen has made reconciliation
a priority in Regina, establishing the
Archdiocesan Commission for Truth and
Reconciliation.

Overall, the pace of moving forward has
been glacial. Truth and Reconciliation commis-
sioners Senator Murray Sinclair, Chief Wilton
Littlechild and Dr. Marie Wilson expressed con-
cerns in a December 15 statement, saying there
has been a “slow and uneven pace of implemen-
tation of the Calls to Action.”

Graydon Nicholas, newly appointed Chan-
cellor of St. Thomas University in Fredericton,
agrees.

“There have been some accomplishments
that have been made when it comes to child
welfare, the issue of languages and the fact
that there was an actual inquiry launched on
murdered and missing Indigenous women and
girls,” said Mr. Nicholas, who was born into
a Maliseet family on New Brunswick’s
Tobique First Nation and is also Chair of

(continued on page 3)

Graydon Nicholas (Web image)
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CCO’s annual Rise Up Conference reaches new heights
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — The annual Rise Up Con-
ference offered by Catholic Christian
Outreach (CCO) over the Christmas holidays
is an event that many look forward to each
year. With an aim “to motivate and inspire
leaders for the renewal of the world,” many
young adults find their faith renewed and their
missionary desire enlivened by participating
in this movement of Holy Spirit.

Like ministries everywhere, the pandemic
forced CCO to rethink its approach and move
the conference online. This, it appears, had
some surprising and positive results. “While
the pandemic changed many of our plans for
this year’s conference, it has become our larg-
est Rise Up yet with over 1500 participants.”
CCO organizers said. “This year we also have
18 countries represented, including Uganda,
Honduras, Ireland, Thailand and the UK.”

From the comfort of their homes, partici-
pants were inspired by daily praise and wor-
ship, keynote speakers and workshops. In the
first keynote session, Ken Yasinski, president
and founder of Catholic Speaker, told partici-
pants that “Jesus Christ desires to be more than
a footnote of history, he desires to be more than
a subject to be studied about, more than just a
story.  He desires to be our first love where we
know him, not just know about him.”

Imparting some Franciscan wisdom, Fa-
ther Angelus Montgomery, CFR, vocation
director for Franciscan Friars of the Renewal,
was next to address participants, asking each
participant to consider, “are our hearts ori-
ented to the ‘too much’ of the world, or the
‘too much’ of God? Are they oriented to the
‘too much’ of our weakness, of our sin, our

anxiety and fear, and all the fruit that comes
with the world? Or are they oriented to the
‘too much’ of God — his goodness, mercy,
patience, tenderness, and his radical grace at
work in our life by the power of the Holy
Spirit, that will change us and set us free?”

Chris Stefanick, president and founder, Real
Life Catholic, encouraged people not to lose
their joy in these trying times, insisting that
according to scripture, joy is essential in help-
ing Christians face their trials. “Now is the
time you need to look at joy,” he said. “Joy is
not something you look at and enjoy when
everything is going well. Joy is something you
need especially when things are hard in your
life.”

Madeline Harquail of Saint John watched
Rise Up with her cousin Kathleen Desmond.
“These past two years, Rise Up has had a
powerful influence on my life by providing a
refreshing, and peaceful opportunity for re-
newal before the new year,” she said “Both
Rise Up conferences that I have attended have
allowed me to be reminded of what it means
to be a child of God. It has helped me to re-
centre myself and focus on my daily purpose,
with pride in who I am, through the under-
standing of how God plays an essential role
in my life.”

Ms. Desmond agreed. “Rise up is a bless-
ing. Although we missed being together in per-
son, God is not limited by a screen, or any-
thing. One lesson emphasized that God spe-
cifically created each one of us with a unique
purpose. That became beautifully evident as
each of the speakers presented their testi-
mony: each were different in personality, de-
meanour and the way they spoke, yet they
were all the same, sharing a common joy and
a common fervour. There are so many rea-

SAINT JOHN — Madeline Harquail (left)
and Kathleen Desmond participated in the
annual Rise Up conference offered by
Catholic Christian Outreach, from their
home. (Kathleen Desmond photo)

sons to be full of hope. This life is not the
final destination. The theme of this year, Verso
L’alto (to the heights) reminds us that we’re
on a journey, much like climbing a mountain,
to the peak of perfection and the fulfillment
of our purpose. Keep going. The best part is
the view at the top.”

Other featured speakers at Rise Up included
Pete Burak, director of id-Young Adult
Outreach; Holly Leonard, director of Minis-
try Training and Program Development at
CCO, and Angèle Regnier, co-founder of
Catholic Christian Outreach (CCO).  For more
information about CCO and to support their
ministry, visit https://cco.ca/.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

(continued form page 2)
Native Studies at St. Thomas. “But there are
also other things that need to be considered
very soon if the (TRC report) is going to have
any momentum into the future.”

One of the major areas of concern has been
lack of progress by the federal government
on Call to Action 53, to establish a National
Council for Reconciliation to assess and pro-
mote reconciliation efforts. When Mr.
Nicholas first read the TRC document in 2015
he recognized this point as an important pillar
in ensuring the Canadian government is held
accountable to fulfill all TRC commitments.
It took two years for an interim board to be
appointed to create a report to examine what

could be done in regards to this. The report
was filed in 2018.

“Unfortunately, it’s been sitting I guess in
the ministry office or whoever’s responsible
since that time and nothing has been done
about it,” said Mr. Nicholas. “I think to me,
that’s one of the major disappointments, be-
cause (the National Council for Reconcilia-
tion) is what we need structurally to make
sure that things happen.”

 Archbishop Bolen has served in both the
Saskatoon and Regina dioceses in his home
province of Saskatchewan where there are
large Indigenous populations within each dio-
cese — both First Nations and Métis peo-
ples. He describes the relationships he has built

with the Indigenous communities as “life giv-
ing.” Looking at the bigger picture of recon-
ciliation beyond the TRC, he’s committed to
working side by side with Indigenous com-
munities to achieve the healing and progress
necessary as a diverse Church community.

“I have really learned so much and ben-
efited so much setting up structures to grow
those relationships and deepen that spirit of
walking together, that reflects the TRC,” said
Archbishop Bolen, who also serves as part of
the Episcopal Commission for Justice and
Peace. “As a Church, we’re not taking our
starting point from the TRC but from the
challenges faced by Indigenous people today
and a desire to want to work together.”§

Still ‘a long way to go’ to implement TRC Calls to Action
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My top ten books for 2020
By Father RON ROLHEISER, omi

When St. Augustine said that “concerning taste there can be no
dispute”, he was only partially right. Admittedly, taste always has a
subjective aspect; but there’s always an objective component as well:
objectively, a cheap soda is not a fine wine, millions of musical com-
positions are not Mozart, and the picture that your kindergarten child
drew for your birthday is not a Van Gogh.

With that being said as an apologia, I admit that my selection of
these ten books has a strongly subjective factor. These are simply the
books that spoke most deeply to me this past year. Perhaps they
won’t do the same for you. Nonetheless, I assure you that none of
them is a cheap soda or a crayon picture a child drew for your birth-
day.

Which ten books spoke to me most deeply this past year?
1.Clare Carlisle, Philosopher of the Heart, The Restless Life of

Soren Kierkegaard. If you’ve never read a good introduction to the
life and work of Soren Kierkegaard, this is your book. It’s a unique
combination of scholarship, clear writing, criticism of, and sympathy
for Kierkegaard.

2.Michael J. Buckley, What Do You Seek? The Questions of Jesus
as Challenge and Promise. Among the books I read this year, this
book challenged me the most personally. Buckley, who died in 2019,
shines a light into your soul and shows where the both the challenge
and promise of Jesus lie.

3.Frederick Buechner, The Magnificent Defeat. First published in
1966, this book only found me this year. An ordained Presbyterian

minister, Buechner is theologian, poet, philosopher, novelist, and es-
sayist and always worth the read, particularly this book. Some rare
insights.

4.Mark Wallace, When God was a Bird – Christianity, Animism,
and the Re-Enchantment of the World.  As Christians we believe that
God wrote two books: the Bible and the world of nature.  As Chris-
tians, we have both books; animists and pagans have just the one
book, the book of nature. Wallace submits that it’s time (both for a
fuller understanding of our own faith and for a healthier relationship
to the natural world) for us as Christians to take the book of nature
more seriously and be less afraid of animism. His insights will stretch
you but keep you solid doctrinally.

5.Gerhard Lohfink, Prayer Takes Us Home, The Theology and
Practice of Christian. Gerhard Lohfink is a German biblical scholar
and always worth reading. This is his fourth book in English and, like
his others, it as a rare combination of scholarship, personal faith, and
good clear writing.

6.Muriel Barbery, The Elegance of the Hedgehog.  This is a novel
written in 2006 that’s full of insight, wit, and surprise. Not for you if
you’re looking for action. This is staring at a work of art, but asking
yourself repeatedly, how could its creator be that clever?

7.Marilynne Robinson, Jack. Time magazine lists her as one of the
100 most influential people in America and that’s true, certainly for
my own life. Marilynne Robinson is a highly acclaimed novelist and a
deeply insightful religious writer. This book, Jack, will demand a little
patience on your part. Don’t give up on it because nothing moves in

(continued on page 5)

Youth Alpha to be offered at diocesan level
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

This January youth leaders with the Diocese of Saint John are
gearing up to offer Youth Alpha at the Diocesan level.  While various
Youth Alphas have been offered locally in different regions, this will
be the first offering at the diocesan level.

Noting that youth have not been able to gather since the pandemic
began, Margot Parker, director for Religious Education in the Dio-
cese of Saint John, and Fredericton Region Youth Faith Formation
co-ordinator, said that, “the idea has been bouncing around my head
since the summer. My thinking was that since we could not gather
traditionally as youth groups we should be offering something for
youth.  With the positive response of taking the regional youth group
virtual last spring, we knew something should be offered after the
dust of summer settled.”

Ms. Parker said that starting slow and following the lead of the
Holy Spirit has been important in their planning efforts. “With so many
unknowns and pressures on families with school starting up, we de-
termined rather than rush into it we would do some planning, build a
team and start in January,” she said. “The group will be led by young
people (teens and young adults) with the ‘old adults’ on-line as tech
support and for responsible ministry protocol.  The idea is we are
providing a safe space for young people to talk about faith, life, Jesus,
what they believe, what they struggle with, how is religion part of
their lives, it is important to them?”

At St. Mark’s Parish in Quispamsis, Alpha has been part of the
Confirmation program for several years with great success. “We have
run Alpha Youth three times as part of our 2 year Confirmation pro-

gram, most recently via Zoom,” Tricia Foley, director of Catachetics
shared. “Youth were engaged and enjoy attending the sessions. They
enjoy the hospitality and in particular the Retreat. We have had posi-
tive feedback from catechists, parents and youth and we hope to
continue to learn and offer this program in the future.”

Wendy Ellis, director of Formation at St. Marks, is a firm believer
in Alpha for young people. “I would say that Alpha Youth is a way to
engage youth that may have been away from their faith for a while, or
to really explore the big questions in life that sometimes we don’t in
traditional catechesis,” she said. “It is a safe space where youth can
say what they really think and feel, and not be “wrong”.  And it is an
opportunity to really have an encounter with the Holy Spirit.”

Having seen the good fruit Youth Alpha is bearing in other parts of
the diocese (including parishes that are using it as part of Confirma-
tion preparations), Ms. Parker is optimistic. “My hope is that young
people will start talking more about faith and what it means to them.
That they realize there is a place in the church for them, in fact we
would be nothing without them. I want them to realize that everyone
is welcome to the table, no matter where they are in their faith
journey…and in fact faith is a journey always moving and changing.”

Sessions start Wednesday, January 20, 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm. For
more information, please contact your regional coordinator, Mary
Alice Glasgow, sjreled@dioceseofsaintjohn.org in Saint John, Margot
McAloon-Parker, fredreled@dioceseofsaintjohn.org in Fredericton,
or Patricia Lee 622-5730 or mirreled@dioceseofsaintjohn.org in the
Miramichi.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

What is love asking of us now?
“You can safely assume you’ve created God in your own image when

it turns out that God hates all the same people you do.” Anne Lamott
Those are words worth contemplating, on all sides of the political and

religious divide today. We live in a time of bitter division. From our govern-
ment offices down to our kitchen tables there are tensions and divisions
about politics, religion, and versions of truth that seem irreparable. Sadly,
these divisions have brought out the worst in us, in all of us. Common
civility has broken down and brought with it something that effectively
illustrates the biblical definition of the “diabolic” — widespread lack of
common courtesy, disrespect, demonization and hatred of each other. All
of us now smugly assume that God hates all the same people we do. The
polarization around the recent USA elections, the storming of the USA
Capitol buildings by a riotous mob, the bitter ethical and religious debates
about abortion, and the loss of a common notion of truth, have made clear
that incivility, hatred, disrespect, and different notions of truth rule the day.

Where do we go with that? I am a theologian and not a politician or
social analyst so what I say here has more to do with living out Christian
discipleship and basic human maturity than with any political response.
Where do we go religiously with this?

Perhaps a helpful way to probe for a Christian response is to pose the
question this way: what does it mean to love in a time like this?  What does
it mean to love in a time when people can no longer agree on what is true?
How do we remain civil and respectful when it feels impossible to respect
those who disagree with us?

In struggling for clarity with an issue so complex, sometimes it can be
good to proceed via the Via Negativa, that is, by first asking what should

we avoid doing. What should we not do to-
day?

First, we should not bracket civility and
legitimize disrespect and demonization; but
we should also not be unhealthily passive,
fearful that speaking our truth will upset others. We may not disregard
truth and let lies and injustices lie comfortable and unexposed. It is too
simple to say that there are good people on both sides in order to avoid
having to make real adjudications vis-à-vis the truth. There are sincere
people on both sides, but sincerity can also be very misguided. Lies and
injustice need to be named. Finally, we must resist the subtle (almost
impossible to resist) temptation to allow our righteousness morph into
self-righteousness, one of pride’s most divisive modalities.

What do we need to do in the name of love? Fyodor Dostoevsky fa-
mously wrote that love is a harsh and fearful thing, and our first response
should be to accept that. Love is a harsh thing and that harshness is not
just the discomfort we feel when we confront others or find ourselves
confronted by them. Love’s harshness is felt most acutely in the (almost
indigestible) self-righteousness we have to swallow in order to rise to a
higher level of maturity where we can accept that God loves those we
hate just as much as God loves us – and those we hate are just as precious
and important in God’s eyes as we are.

Once we accept this, then we can speak for truth and justice. Then
truth can speak to power, to “alternative truth”, and to the denial of truth.
That is the task. Lies must be exposed, and this needs to occur inside our
political debates, inside our churches, and at our dinner tables. That strug-
gle will sometimes call us beyond niceness (which can be its own mam-
moth struggle for sensitive persons). However, while we cannot always
be nice, we can always be civil and respectful.

One of our contemporary prophetic figures, Daniel Berrigan, despite
numerous arrests for civil disobedience, steadfastly affirmed that a prophet
makes a vow of love, not of alienation. Hence, in our every attempt to
defend truth, to speak for justice, and to speak truth to power, our domi-
nant tone must be one of love, not anger or hatred. Moreover, whether we
are acting in love or alienation will always be manifest — in our civility or
lack of it. No matter our anger, love still has some non-negotiables, civility
and respect. Whenever we find ourselves descending to adolescent name-
calling, we can be sure we have fallen out of discipleship, out of prophecy,
and out of what is best inside us.

Finally, how we will respond to the times remains a deeply personal
thing. Not all of us are called to do the same thing. God has given each of
us unique gifts and a unique calling; some are called to loud protest, others
to quiet prophecy. However, we are all called to ask ourselves the same
question: given what is happening, what is love asking of me now?

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author.. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Brenan’s Funeral Home

111 Paridise Row, Saint John, NB
506-634-7424       www.brenansfh.com

(continued from page 4)
the first 50 pages. In the end, the book will move you.

8.Helen Prejean, River of Fire, My Spiritual Journey. The author
of Dead Man Walking shares her autobiography. This is the conver-
sion story of an exceptional woman who, it would seem, didn’t need
a conversion. Candid, honest, deep.

9. Lyn Cowan, Portrait of the Blue Lady, The Character of Mel-
ancholy. Another book that was written sixteen years ago but only
found me this year. It’s a book on melancholy written by a brilliant
Jungian and mythologist. Here’s a taste: “Melancholy has even lost its
name: melancholy is now ‘depression’, clinicalized, pathologized, and
undifferentiated from the blue ‘melancholy’ formerly recognized by
poets, philosophers, blues singers and doctors alike, now experienced
as a ‘treatable illness’ rather than a difficult, often painful affliction of
the soul that is not an illness and doesn’t want treatment.” For Cowan,
melancholy is your inroad to befriending the deeper parts of your
soul.

10. Ira Byock, The Four Things that Matter Most. First published
in 2004, this is a very popular book that deserves to be popular. Byock
gives his whole thesis in the book’s opening sentence. The four most
important things you will ever say are: Please forgive me. I forgive
you. Thank you. I love you. These are words people tend to utter on
their deathbeds. However, as Byock urges, it is best to start saying
them long before our loved ones gather round our deathbed. The
saddest words we say? “It might have been!”

Beyond these ten books, I also highly recommend Pope Francis’
new Encyclical, Fratelli Tutti.

These are the ten books that spoke deeply to me this year. I can’t
guarantee they will do that for you. But I can guarantee that none of
them is a cheap soda. §

My top ten books for 2020



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900. January 15, 2021Page 6

Rights League defends church rights to manage own affairs
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

OTTAWA — A little legal ecumenism played
out on Zoom before the Supreme Court of
Canada as the Catholic Civil Rights League,
along with the Evangelical Fellowship of
Canada, came to the defence of Canada’s
Ethiopian Orthodox Archbishop Abune
Dimetros.

The Catholic Civil Rights League takes no
position on orthodox or unorthodox liturgy in
the Geez Rite of the Orthodox Tewahedo
Church, but it was keen to protect the right
of faith communities to manage their own
affairs without the interference of civil courts,
said veteran CCRL lawyer Phil Horgan, who
argued the case on December 9 before the
Zoomed-in Supreme Court, along with fel-
low lawyer Raphael Fernandes.

“We live in a civil society where there should
be a healthy respect for religious freedom and
the freedom of religious institutions in particu-
lar,” Mr. Horgan told The Catholic Register.

Archbishop Dimetros and his closest advi-
sors have been in a legal battle with five mem-
bers of the cathedral parish of St. Mary’s in
Toronto ever since the archbishop expelled
the parishioners for repeatedly accusing him
of tolerating heresy. Archbishop Dimetros of-

fended his ultra-orthodox congregants by not
imposing stricter penalties on a liturgical
movement.

The five expelled parishioners had formed
a commission of inquiry into the liturgical
movement, deemed it heretical and recom-
mended its adherents be purged.

When Archbishop Dimetros opted for a
more pastoral approach, the former commis-
sion members persisted in their complaint and
the archbishop expelled them from the cathe-
dral parish but allowed them to continue to
worship at other parishes, according to court
documents.

The first court to hear the complaint against
Archbishop Dimetros dismissed it as outside
the court’s jurisdiction. But an Ontario Court
of Appeal ruling said that because members
of the parish sign a membership form and
agree to support the church financially, a con-
tract may exist between the church and its
congregants. If so, then the congregants may
have a claim to procedural fairness.

This decision was appealed to the Supreme
Court.

“The courts should not be the arbiters of
religious dogma,” said Mr. Horgan. “Judges,
the state, are not particularly competent to
wade into matters that are doctrinal or infused
with religious propositions.”

The case should matter to Catholics, since
a decision in the other direction raises the pros-
pect of civil court cases trying to overturn
decisions of Catholic bishops or canon law
tribunals, said Mr. Horgan. In everything from
the appointment of priests to the suppression
or erection of parishes, bishops shouldn’t
have to guess how their decisions might play
out in a civil court.

“They (the five aggrieved parishioners)
wished that a civil court tell the archbishop
what he should have done. Play that forward
to other religious communities,” Mr. Horgan
said.

The idea that belonging to a parish or a faith
community is anything like a contract just
doesn’t compute, said Mr. Horgan.

“People don’t enter into a contract when
they become members of a congregation.
When they give money, that shouldn’t be
conceived as consideration in the classic for-
mulation of what is needed to form a con-
tract,” he said.

“They don’t come to church, or become
members of the community, or volunteer with
the community because they feel they are
complying with a contractual norm. They are
engaging in aspirational commitments, spir-
itual commitments.”

The Supreme Court reserved its decision.§

Altar wine's Quebec comeback awaits approval
By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

LA PRAIRIE, QC — A new, eco-friendly
mass wine is awaiting approval from the Arch-
diocese of Montreal to bring a locally-made

wine back to the altars of Quebec churches.
If approved, wine fermented by the

Vignoble Vertefeuille vineyard in La Prairie,
Quebec, could soon be incorporated into the
eucharistic celebrations, the first Quebec
product to be used since 2015.

Norman Lévesque, who led the first push
to introduce eco-friendly altar wine when he
joined the Green Churches Network in 2009,
played an instrumental role in identifying
Vignoble Vertefeuille as a potential partner. It
follows on his previous experience in using a
local winery to supply altar wine when in 2010
he successfully identified a Mass wine part-
ner in Domaine des Cotes d’Ardoise, a 7,500-
hectare vineyard at Dunham, QC.

The Vignoble Vertefeuille white wine would
be made available in more than 1,400 Catho-
lic churches throughout Quebec if approved.
Protestant and Orthodox churches also opted
to incorporate this eco-friendly product, said
Mr. Lévesque.

Before the local vineyard stepped up, wine
was imported from a vineyard from over 4,000
kilometres away in California, an arrangement
that creates a larger ecological footprint de-

spite efforts to lessen the ecological effects
by the California partner. The Green Churches
Network is a non-profit organization with a
mission statement to “equip faith communi-
ties to opt for better ecological practices while
educating members to live in a way that stew-
ards Creation,” and Lévesque saw a local so-
lution at hand.

Mr. Lévesque, a Catholic, said the original
arrangement worked nicely from 2010
through 2015, when a drought hit.

“There was an excessively warm summer
in Quebec in 2015. They were hit with a lot
of problems and they wanted to save their
wine production so they added ingredients to
it. I am guessing they added alcohol to it. They
were very transparent about it and said,
‘sorry, we don’t have any altar wine for you
this year,’ ” he said.

Adding components is not permitted as ca-
nonical law dictates sacramental wine must
be naturally fermented by grapes. It cannot
be soured or have any vinegar or artificial in-
gredients included.

Mr. Lévesque said there were promising
(continued on page 7)
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St. Joseph the model in a world in need of fathers

(continued from page 6)
discussions with other wineries in the five
years following the conclusion of the Domaine
des Cotes d’Ardoise arrangement, but the po-
tential partnership with Vignoble Vertefeuille
represents the closest the Green Churches
Network has come to getting eco-friendly,
Quebec-fermented wine back into masses.

The first-time green sacramental wine was
approved, that seal of approval was granted
by the Ordinary office, but Mr. Levesque dis-
covered through research over the years that
the Quebec bishops in the 1950s decreed that
Montreal’s chancery office should determine

if a new wine should be approved.
“I informed the chancery in October (of

the new wine), and I have had to send a lot of
e-mails for them to take the matter seriously,”
said Mr. Levesque. “This has not been a natu-
ral process for them because they are being
asked to do something that the bishops voted
on in the ’50s.”

If the chancery ultimately provides a seal
of approval, the wine will be sent to the labs
of the Société des alcools du Québec (SAQ),
who will make a final determination if the
Vignoble Vertefeuille product will be designated
as altar wine.§

Quebec altar wine

By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

For 65 years, Sister Sue Mosteller has been
a Sister of St. Joseph, but her relationship
with St. Joseph himself reaches back even
further. As a 17-year-old boarding student at
the congregation’s Toronto girls’ school (up
from the United States, and an Anglican to
boot), Sr. Mosteller and her sister were called
into the office and given a piece of devastat-
ing news — far away in Ohio, their father
had died.

“I remember, right away I went to the
chapel and I sat in front of St. Joseph,” she
told The Catholic Register. “And I said, ‘Could
you help me? Maybe you could be a bit of a
father to me, in a spiritual sense. Because now,
I’m not sure how to go ahead.’ ”

Her life as a religious sister has constantly
pointed Sr. Mosteller toward nurturing, pro-
tecting, helping and caring for others.

“I think Joseph is someone today who rep-
resents those energies in a very beautiful
way,” she said. “I’m talking about the ener-
gies to give life, to love life, to care for life, to
promote life, to support it — to encourage
and to teach love and forgiveness and the
kinds of things that call forth deep energies,
because we don’t know how to do it very
well.”

Inaugurated by Pope Francis on Decem-
ber 8, we are now in the midst of a year dedi-
cated to St. Joseph and heading toward his
feast day March 19.

Because he’s the patron saint of Canada, a
Jubilee Year of St. Joseph is a chance for
Canadians to remember who they really are,
said Church historian Father Terry Faye of
the Toronto School of Theology.

“He’s been a good person in our lives and
in the life of Canada, leading us away from

division and to toleration,” the Jesuit scholar
said. “Which is the spirit of Jesus Christ —
not division, not telling other people who they
have to be or what they have to do, but en-
couraging them to follow the Gospel, to fol-
low God in their lives.”

St. Joseph has been our patron saint since
Canada was New France. The Recollect
Franciscan missionaries first proposed St.
Joseph as our patron in 1624. It was Pope
Urban VIII who confirmed St. Joseph as a
model for Canadians in 1637.

St. Joseph became the patron of the uni-
versal Church 150 years ago and Pope Francis
grabbed hold of that anniversary on Decem-
ber 8, the Solemnity of the Immaculate Con-
ception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, to issue
an apostolic letter.

“Joseph found happiness not in mere self-
sacrifice but in self-gift,” the pope wrote. “Our
world today needs fathers. It has no use for
tyrants who would domineer others as a
means of compensating for their own needs.
It rejects those who confuse authority with
authoritarianism, service with servility, dis-
cussion with oppression, charity with a wel-
fare mentality, power with destruction.”

Pope Francis proposes a different model
of manhood.

“Today, in our world where psychological,
verbal and physical violence towards women
is so evident, Joseph appears as the figure of
a respectful and sensitive man,” the pope
writes in Patris Corde (“The heart of a fa-
ther”).

“What does it mean to be a man and con-
fronting toxic masculinity?” asks feminist theo-
logian Doris Kieser. The University of Alberta,
St. Joseph’s College professor of moral the-
ology and expert on the Blessed Virgin Mary
looks to the Jubilee Year of St. Joseph with
the same excitement she greeted the 2015-

2016 Year of Mercy.
“I really believe that when the pope draws

attention to these things that it creates some-
thing new in us,” Ms. Kieser said. “I would
love to see it manifest itself in a new commit-
ment to the kind of Church that Pope Francis
is calling us to be.”

Joseph is not a minor character in the life
of Jesus as related in the Gospels, said St.
Michael’s College New Testament scholar
Callie Callon.

“Joseph is actually a pretty big mover in
the story, particularly in the infancy narra-
tive, but he still doesn’t get a line,” she said.

St. Joseph’s silence in the Gospels makes
space for Mary’s canticle and draws our at-
tention away from words and towards what
Mary’s husband actually does.

“There is this really neat immediacy be-
tween what Joseph is commanded to do and
how he actually in turn does it,” Ms. Callon
said.

Rather than talk, St. Joseph does. But what
he does is no projection of his personal ambi-
tions but perfect obedience to God. As a man,
St. Joseph never seeks a triumph of the will.
He seeks to serve.

Pope Francis, writing during the COVID-
19 crisis, understands St. Joseph as a model
of service, Ms. Kieser said.

“There’s a certain sense of a common hu-
manity that he (Pope Francis) is calling for-
ward that would disavow the notion of power
and that cultural narcissism,” she said. “He’s
calling us to conversion. Whether this suc-
ceeds will be a factor of how willing we are
to relinquish the power that really is not ours.
He says this many times over — the power is
God’s.”

For Fr. Faye, the pope’s call should bring
Canadians back to traditional, Canadian val-
ues such as hard work, humility and hospi-
tality.

“St. Joseph is part of that — being peace-
ful, not interfering but accepting a
multicultural, multi-religious Canada. (St.
Joseph) does not impose himself… That’s
been a good thing for Canada.”

“Joseph set aside his own ideas in order to
accept the course of events and, mysterious
as they seemed, to embrace them, take re-
sponsibility for them and make them part of
his own history,” Pope Francis wrote.

As the patron of workers whom St. Pope
John Paul II called “Guardian of the Re-
deemer,” the spirit of St. Joseph burns par-
ticularly bright among front-line workers as

(continued on page 11)
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In new year, share the blessing of your time, pope writes
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — At the beginning of a year
people hope will mark the end of the COVID-19
pandemic, Pope Francis urged them to create a
"culture of care," including by sharing the gift of
their time with others.

Despite suffering from a bout of sciatica,
nerve pain, that left him unable to preside over
mass January 1 in St. Peter's Basilica, the pope
sent a homily focused on God's blessings and
on sharing those blessings with others.

Consecrating the new year to Mary, the pope
prayed that she would "care for us, bless our
time, and teach us to find time for God and for
others."

Cardinal Pietro Parolin, Vatican secretary of
state, read the pope's homily as he celebrated the
mass for the feast of Mary, Mother of God, and
for the Catholic Church's celebration of World
Peace Day.

In the homily Pope Francis returned to themes
from his World Peace Day message — A Cul-
ture of Care as a Path to Peace — and a recent
general audience talk about prayers of blessing.

"This year, while we hope for new beginnings
and new cures, let us not neglect care," the pope
wrote. "Together with a vaccine for our bodies,
we need a vaccine for our hearts. That vaccine
is care. This will be a good year if we take care
of others, as Our Lady does with us."

"The Lord knows how much we need to be
blessed," the pope wrote. "The first thing he did
after creating the world was to say that every-
thing was good and to say of us that we were
very good."

But with the birth of Jesus, he said, "we re-
ceive not only words of blessing, but the bless-
ing itself: Jesus is himself the blessing of the Fa-
ther."

"Every time we open our hearts to Jesus, God's
blessing enters our lives," he said.

The example of Mary, blessed in a special way,
he wrote, "teaches us that blessings are received
in order to be given."

Referring to the Latin roots of the word "ben-
ediction" — to speak well — Pope Francis wrote
that "we, too, are called to bless, to 'speak well'
in God's name."

"Our world is gravely polluted by the way we
speak and think badly of others, of society, of
ourselves," he said. But complaining and deni-
grating others "corrupts and decays, whereas
blessing restores life and gives the strength
needed to begin anew."

The blessing of Jesus' birth, he wrote, is all
the more amazing because God sent the saviour

into the world as a baby, who was formed in the
flesh within the womb of Mary.

"The heart of the Lord began to beat within
Mary; the God of life drew oxygen from her,"
the pope wrote. "Through Mary, we encounter
God the way he wants us to: in tender love, in
intimacy, in the flesh."

As 2021 begins, he said, people should make

a commitment to finding time for others.
"Time is a treasure that all of us possess, yet

we guard it jealously, since we want to use it
only for ourselves," he wrote. "Let us ask for
the grace to find time for God and for our neigh-
bour — for those who are alone or suffering,
for those who need someone to listen and show
concern for them."§

Gratitude leads to much-needed hope,
joy, pope says at audience
By JUNNO AROCHOESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The gratitude that comes
from encountering Christ's love and mercy is
enough to bring joy and hope to a troubled world,
Pope Francis said.

"If we are bearers of gratitude, the world itself
will become better, even if only a little bit, but
that is enough to transmit a bit of hope," the
pope said during his last weekly general audi-
ence for 2020.

"The world is in need of hope, and with grati-
tude — with this attitude of thanksgiving — we
can transmit a bit of hope," he said.

The pope continued his series of talks on prayer,
reflecting on prayers of thanksgiving as exem-
plified in the Gospel story of the 10 lepers healed
by Jesus. After the lepers cry out for mercy,
Jesus healed them and sent them to the high
priests to verify their healing. However, the pope
noted, only one returned "to thank Jesus and to
praise God for the grace received."

"This narrative divides the world in two," the
pope said. There are "those who do not give
thanks and those who do; those who take eve-
rything as if it were owed them and those who
welcome everything as a gift, as grace."

Prayers of thanksgiving, he continued, begin
with the recognition that "grace precedes us"
and the knowledge that "we were loved before
we learned how to love."

"If we view life like
this, then 'thank you' be-
comes the driving force
of our day," the pope
said. "And many times,
we forget to say, 'thank
you.'"

Christians also expe-
rience gratitude when
participating in the
Eucharist and blessing
God "for the gift of life,"
he added.

"To live is above all to

have received," he said. "All of us are born be-
cause someone wanted us to have life. And this
is only the first of a long series of debts that we
incur by living; debts of gratitude."

Continuing his reflection on the story of the
lepers, the pope said that while all of them expe-
rienced joy after being healed, the one who re-
turned to give thanks received an "additional joy"
that only comes from an encounter with Jesus.

"He is not only freed from illness, but he now
possesses the certainty of being loved," the pope
said. "And this is the nucleus: when you give
thanks, you express the certainty of being loved.
This is a big step; to have the certainty of being
loved."

Pope Francis urged Christians not only to ex-
perience "the joy of encountering Jesus" but also
to "cultivate joyfulness," which is a gift of Jesus.
The devil, on the other hand, "after deceiving us
with some temptation, leaves us sad and alone."

"If we are in Christ, there is no sin and no
threat that can ever prevent us from continuing
joyfully on our way," the pope said.

"The path to happiness," the pope said, is the
one St. Paul described in his First Letter to the
Thessalonians: "Rejoice always. Pray without
ceasing. In all circumstances give thanks, for
this is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus. Do
not quench the Spirit."

"Do not quench the Spirit we have within us
that brings us to gratitude," the pope added.§
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Pope amends canon law so women can be installed as lectors, acolytes
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Recognizing "the gifts
of each baptized person" — women and men
— Pope Francis ordered a change to canon
law and liturgical norms so that women could
be formally installed as lectors and acolytes.

"A consolidated practice in the Latin church
has confirmed, in fact, that such lay minis-
tries, being based on the sacrament of bap-
tism, can be entrusted to all the faithful who
are suitable, whether male or female," the pope
wrote in his order changing canon law.

The document, issued "motu proprio" (on
his own accord), was published by the Vati-
can January 11. It changes the wording of
Canon 230, paragraph 1.

The canon used to say, "Lay men who pos-
sess the age and qualifications established by
decree of the conference of bishops can be
admitted on a stable basis through the pre-
scribed liturgical rite to the ministries of lec-
tor and acolyte."

The updated canon will say, "Laity who pos-
sess the age and qualifications established by
decree of the conference of bishops can be
admitted on a stable basis through the pre-
scribed liturgical rite to the ministries of lec-
tor and acolyte."

"The decision to confer also on women these
offices, which involve stability, public recog-
nition and a mandate from the bishop, will
make the participation of all in the work of
evangelization more effective in the church,"
the pope said in a letter to Cardinal Luis Ladaria,
prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine
of the Faith.

In most dioceses around the world — and
at the Vatican as well — women and girls have
been lectors at mass and have served at the
altar for decades. That service was possible,
not as a formally instituted ministry, but un-
der the terms of Canon 230, paragraph 2,
which allowed for women or men to carry
out the functions "by temporary designation."

In his let-
ter to Cardinal
Ladaria, pub-
lished with the
d o c u m e n t
changing canon
law, the pope
said that since
the Second Vati-
can Council the
church has
made "a clearer

distinction between the attributes of what to-
day are called 'nonordained (or lay) minis-
tries' and 'ordained ministries,'" such as dea-
con, priest and bishop.

Those distinctions, he said, make it "possi-
ble to dissolve the reservation of the former
to men alone."

Pope Francis repeated St. John Paul II's
teaching that the Catholic Church "in no way
has the faculty to confer priestly ordination
on women" since Jesus chose only men as
his apostles.

But with "nonordained ministries it is pos-
sible, and today it seems opportune, to over-
come this reservation" of allowing only men
to be formally and permanently instituted as
lectors and acolytes.

The pope's letter also said the Congrega-
tion for Divine Worship and the Discipline of
the Sacraments would oversee the implemen-
tation of the change and would need to modify
parts of the Roman Missal and the rite insti-
tuting lectors and acolytes.

The General Instruction of the Roman Mis-
sal says: "The acolyte is instituted for service
at the altar and to assist the priest and dea-
con. It is his place principally to prepare the
altar and the sacred vessels and, if necessary,
to distribute the Eucharist to the faithful as an
extraordinary minister."

"The lector is instituted to proclaim the read-
ings from sacred Scripture, with the excep-
tion of the Gospel. He may also announce the
intentions for the universal prayer and, in the
absence of a psalmist, recite the Psalm be-

tween the readings," the instruction says.
The instruction also says that in the absence

of persons formally instituted for those roles,
any qualified lay person may be assigned those
roles.

Pope Francis' document and his letter to Car-
dinal Ladaria frame the question in the context
of the gifts and talents given by the Holy Spirit
"through the sacraments of baptism, confirma-
tion and the Eucharist" to all members of the
church so that they can contribute "to the build-
ing up of the church and to the proclamation of
the Gospel to every creature."

And, he said, quoting his 2020 apostolic
exhortation, Querida Amazonia, a formal,
public installation of women in those minis-
tries "would also allow women to have a real
and effective impact on the organization, the
most important decisions and the direction of
communities, while continuing to do so in a
way that reflects their womanhood."

"The priesthood of the baptized and serv-
ice to the community represent the two pil-
lars on which the institution of ministries is
based," the pope said.

The change, he said, recognizes the serv-
ice already carried out by many women, but
will also emphasize for men preparing for
priesthood — who also are formally instituted
as lectors and acolytes — that those minis-
tries "are rooted in the sacrament of baptism
and confirmation" that they all share and that
the ordained priesthood and the priesthood of
the baptized always should work together for
the good of the entire church community.§

Pope says he felt 'caged' during lockdown
By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY —  Pope Francis said that
the coronavirus lockdown made him feel im-
prisoned but ultimately led him to find differ-
ent ways to carry out his ministry.

In an interview with Italy's Canale 5 broad-
cast January 10, the pope was asked how his
daily routine changed once COVID-19 restric-
tions prevented public events at the Vatican.

"First of all, I have to tell you I was caged
up," he said. "But then, I calmed myself and
I took life as it came. One prays more, one
talks more, one uses the telephone more, one
has meetings to resolve problems."

He also said that while the pandemic has
affected his life, "I am happy."

Pope Francis recalled his mini-pilgrimage
March 15 to pray before an ancient wooden

crucifix known as the "Miraculous Crucifix,"
first carried in procession by the faithful in
Rome in 1522 during the great plague.

That pilgrimage, as well as the extraordi-
nary blessing "urbi et orbi" March 27, were
"expressions of the pain felt, expressions of
love for all people and to show new ways to
help each other," the pope said.

The pope also spoke about the COVID-19
vaccine and said that receiving the vaccine
was "the ethical option because you are play-
ing with your health, life, but you also are
playing with the lives of others."

The pandemic, he continued, forced the can-
cellation of a planned trip to Papua New
Guinea and Indonesia "because in good con-
science, I can't be the cause for gatherings,
no?"

"Yes, life has changed," the pope said. "But
the Lord always helps us all."§
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January 17, 2021   Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading: 1 Samuel 3.3b-10, 19

Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps. 40.1+3a, 6, 7-8, 9 (R.7-8)
R. Here I am, Lord; I come to do your will.

Second Reading:   1 Corinthians 6.13c-15a, 17-20
Your bodies are members of Christ.

Gospel: John 1.35-42
The disciples of John came and saw where Jesus was

staying and they remained with him.

Sunday’s Liturgy

2021 offers Church many reasons to celebrate
By AGNIESZKA RUCK
The B.C. Catholic

If 2020 was the year of COVID, it looks
like there’s a smorgasbord of options for de-
fining 2021, including several of special ap-
peal to Catholics.

Before the new year began, Pope Francis
had already revealed his hopes for the Church
in 2021 by calling for a Year of St. Joseph,
running to December 8, 2021, to draw the
Church’s attention to St. Joseph’s “father’s
heart.”

Pope Francis made the announcement ex-
actly 150 years after Blessed Pius IX pro-
claimed St. Joseph the patron of the Catholic
Church. He is also one of the patron saints of
Canada.

“The greatness of Saint Joseph is that he
was the spouse of Mary and the father of
Jesus. In this way, he placed himself, in the
words of Saint John Chrysostom, ‘at the serv-
ice of the entire plan of salvation,’” Pope
Francis wrote in an apostolic letter.

“In every situation, Joseph declared his own
‘fiat,’ like those of Mary at the Annunciation
and Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane,”

Only 19 days later, Pope Francis pro-
claimed another anniversary would be com-
memorated with another special “year,” one dedi-
cated to the family to mark the fifth anniversary
of his apostolic exhortation Amoris laetitia.

“This special year will be an opportunity to
deepen further the content of the document
Amoris laetitia,” he said December 27. “Let
us entrust this journey, with families all over

the world, to the Holy Family of Nazareth, in
particular to St. Joseph, the devoted spouse
and father.”

Amoris laetitia, The Joy of Love, was
signed in 2016 and focuses on challenges to
marriage and family life. The Dicastery for
Laity, Family, and Life said resources will be
made available for families, parishes, dioceses,
movements, and associations to “devote them-
selves enthusiastically to the pastoral care of
the family by implementing Amoris laetitia.”

The Year of the Family will run March 19,
2021, to June 26, 2022. More details and re-
sources are available at amorislaetitia.va.

The years of St. Joseph and the Family are
not the only significant celebrations happen-
ing in the Church this year. In November, the
Catholic Bishops Conference of Korea
launched a jubilee year to mark the 200th an-
niversary of the birth of St. Andrew Kim Tae-
gon, the first Korean priest and a martyr.

The special years for St. Joseph and St.
Andrew Kim both come with plenary indul-
gences attached to them.

In the case of St. Joseph, indulgences can
be received under the usual conditions by
faithful who meditate for at least 30 minutes
on the Lord’s Prayer, take part in a spiritual
retreat that includes a meditation on St.
Joseph, or perform a spiritual or corporal
work of mercy.

In the case of St. Andrew Kim, a plenary
indulgence can be obtained by those who visit
a designated sanctuary or shrine or meditat-
ing in reverence before a relic of the saint. In
the Archdiocese of Vancouver, Archbishop J.
Michael Miller, CSB, has designated
St. Andrew Kim Parish in Surrey as an

(continued on page 11)Pope Francis (CNS photo/Vatican Media)
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(continued from page 7)
they battle COVID-19, according to Pope Francis.

“Amid the crisis, how our lives are woven together and sustained
by ordinary people, people often overlooked,” he wrote. “People who
do not appear in newspaper and magazine headlines, or on the latest
television show, yet in these very days are workers, cleaning person-
nel, caregivers, transport workers, men and women working to pro-
vide essential services and public safety, volunteers, priests, men and
women religious and so very many others. They understood that no
one is saved alone.”

“The devotion to St. Joseph is on a growth pattern,” said the rector
of St. Joseph’s Oratory in Montreal, Father Michael DeLaney of the
Congregation of the Holy Cross.

Fr. DeLaney sees COVID-19 throwing up icons of St. Joseph eve-
rywhere he looks.

“We have health-care workers, we have teachers, we have garbage
collectors,” he said. “We have house cleaners, working people, who
have saved the day for us. They become this model of generosity and
of selflessness and giving.”

“I would love to see the bishops make a commitment, as a group
and as individuals, to take up the heart of St. Joseph in the way that
Francis is outlining him in this document. That would give us a very
different Church,” Ms. Kieser said.

Between December 8, 2020 and December 8, 2021 a plenary indul-
gence (remission of all temporal punishment for sin, either for oneself
or for a soul in purgatory) is available to anyone who prays and con-
templates on the life of St. Joseph, goes to confession, receives com-
munion and prays for the pope’s intentions. For a special indulgence,
Pope Francis has particularly urged praying for the unemployed, of-
fering the corporal works of mercy to the vulnerable and those suf-
fering, entrusting one’s everyday work to St. Joseph and meditating
30 minutes on the Lord’s Prayer.

For Sr. Mosteller, the Year of St. Joseph is about welcoming the
goodness of the master carpenter into her life.

“I want to be connected. I want it to be a relationship,” she said.
“There was something in him. He had trust in himself or something.
He was a man who was whole.” §

A world in need of fathers(continued from page 10)
appropriate sanctuary for celebrations, which run to November 27,
2021.

Meanwhile, the Church in the Philippines is celebrating 500 years
since Christianity was introduced to the nation in 1521.

Vatican News reported that Catholics in the Philippines have been
preparing for the anniversary for nine years. Bishop Broderick Pabillo,
auxiliary bishop of Manila, said the celebration “is not a reminder of
how we were colonized, but of how Filipinos embraced Catholicism.”
An estimated 80 per cent of Filipinos are Catholic.

Deacon Greg Barcelon, head of Filipino ministry in the Archdiocese
of Vancouver, sees the anniversary as a cause for joy and said various
celebrations are in the works.

“The reception of the faith from the colonizers who came to the
Philippines in 1521 was not something that immediately brought any-
thing really worthwhile for the locals. If at all, it was seen as an
imposition of a foreign culture on the land,” he told The B.C. Catho-
lic.

“Little did we know that wrapped within something that looked
dark was the gift of faith the locals eventually embraced and passed
on from one generation to the next.”

There are some added anniversaries Catholics in B.C. can celebrate.
The Diocese of Kamloops just celebrated its 75th birthday. (Before
1945, the area was a deanery of the Archdiocese of Vancouver.)

It’s also been 75 years since the dedication of Blessed Sacrament
Parish in Vancouver, the founding of two parishes — Our Lady of
Fatima in Coquitlam and Star of the Sea in Surrey — and the birth of
Archbishop J. Michael Miller. And this is the 50th anniversary of the
death of Archbishop William Mark Duke, the fourth archbishop of the
Archdiocese of Vancouver.

Noteworthy secular anniversaries in 2021 include British Columbia
joining Confederation 150 years ago and the discovery of insulin by
Canadian researchers 100 years ago. It’s also been 75 years since the
end of the Second World War and 30 years since the first page was
published on the worldwide web. In more grim news, it has been 20
years since the 9/11 attacks in the U.S.

In addition, the longest-reigning British monarch, Queen Elizabeth
II, anticipates her 95th birthday (April 21) while the Duke of Edin-
burgh celebrates his 100th on June 10.§

Many reasons to celebrate

Diocese of Saint John uses the web to advance its mission
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — While an online presence has become increas-
ingly important over the years, no one could have predicted, just one
year ago, how much churches would come to depend on this tech-
nology to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  But when society shut
down in March of 2020, leaders everywhere had to figure out new
ways of doing things — this was equally true for the Diocese of Saint
John.

In the summer of 2020, the diocesan website
(www.dioceseofsaintjohn.org) underwent a major renovation.  The
completely redesigned website now features many new and useful
pages, including a parish finder, directory of clergy and staff, current
and past issues of The New Freeman, and links to daily mass read-
ings. The website continues to be revamped and updated with links

that are important and relevant information to Catholics, and will prove
to be a valuable resource.

Another increasingly important area for evangelization is social me-
dia. Over the course of 2020, the Diocese of Saint John has fine-
tuned its presence on Facebook (Diocese of Saint John), which has
proven to be a very useful resource for building community. Using
the Facebook Live Platform has allowed for livestreaming of many
diocesan initiatives, including Sunday Masses, a weekly diocesan ro-
sary, and other special events. In late 2020 this was expanded to
Twitter (@DioceseSJ), where the diocese continues to work to build
a presence and reach more people with the Gospel of Jesus.

In his message for World Day of Communications 2019, Pope
Francis said that, “In order to communicate with us and to commu-
nicate himself to us, God adapts himself to our language, establishing
a real dialogue with humanity throughout history.”

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §
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Contemplative approach recalls early Christian unity
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

For anyone who has ever thought they might have been happier as
a monk or a nun, living the contemplative life, this year’s Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity is your chance to try it out.

An ecumenical community of religious women in Switzerland or-
ganized and wrote this year’s prayers and study materials for the
annual, week-long celebration of ecumenical unity (available at
weekofprayer.ca), which is observed January 18-25. That contem-
plative approach to Christian unity is perfect for our uneasy times,
said Canadian Council of Churches program co-ordinator Maria
Simakova.

“Our own groundedness in God, our own silence, allows us to look
outwards and seek unity in the Christian family,” Ms. Simakova said.

“Contemplative life is actually part of Christian life,” explained Fa-
ther Luis Melo, Archdiocese of Toronto director of the Office for

Promoting Christian Unity and Religious Relations with Judaism.
For Fr. Melo, the Week of Prayer is all about restoring the unity

Christ gave and the Church lived in its earliest days. Contemplative
life connects us back to that early Church experience of unity, he
said.

“The experience of monasticism goes back to the first millennium
of the Church. We would say it was a time of greater unity,” he said.

Inspired by the Monastic Community of Grandchamp, Toronto’s
main, online celebration of Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, hosted
by the Salvation Army on January 24, will feature contributions from
two communities of women — the Anglican Sisterhood of St. John
the Divine and the Catholic Sisters of Life.

The spirituality of the Grandchamp community, which began with
a group of Reformed, Protestant women before the Second World
War, is part of a movement in monastic life that includes Taizé in France
and Bose in Italy. They all have connections to the theologian, writer and
contemplative L’Abbe Paul Irénée Couturier. Couturier imagined “an ever
increasing multitude of Christians of every denomination were to form an
immense network encircling the Earth, like a vast invisible monastery in
which all were caught up in Christ’s prayer for unity.”

For Grandchamp founder Mother Geneviève Micheli, this “invisible
monastery” wasn’t a pipe dream — it was a vital and urgent necessity.

“We Christians, who know the full value of a spiritual life, have an
immense responsibility and must realize it, unite and help each other create
forces of calmness, refuges of peace, vital centres where the silence of
people calls on the creative word of God. It is a question of life and
death,” she wrote in 1938.

For Fr. Melo, the Grandchamp connection is personal. As a former
Vatican official working in the Pontifical Council for Promoting Chris-
tian Unity, Melo has been on retreat at Grandchamp and has appreci-
ated its work for unity through the years.

“So this is a very contemplative service,” Fr. Melo said of this
year’s main liturgy. “It would have been very beautiful to celebrate it
communally.”

People forget that St. Pope John Paul II used to call “spiritual
ecumenism” the heart of the ecumenical movement, said Archdio-
cese of Regina ecumenical officer Nick Jesson.

“Ecumenism is sometimes misunderstood as a process of negotia-
tion, or a whittling down of the Church’s teaching,” Mr. Jesson said.

Rather than parsing agreements and dissecting theologies,
ecumenism begins with prayer.

“The prayer for unity, that is at the heart of the eucharistic prayer
but also at the heart of so much of the prayer life of all of the Christian
traditions,” said Mr. Jesson.

Unity is actually the vocation of the Church and everyone in it. That
vocational sense is hammered home by the Grandchamp communi-
ty’s choice of John 15:1-17 as the key Gospel passage for this year’s
celebrations, said Mr. Jesson.

“I am the vine, you are the branches,” Jesus tells his disciples.
“Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit.”

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity has long been important to
a faithful minority, but Ms. Simakova hopes it may reach more people
with its online efforts in this COVID-19 era.

“As difficult as it is to organize online things, I’m hearing that a lot
of people are doing Bible studies together and a whole cycle of prayer
services, where once they would have done just one big worship
service. Now they’re doing something smaller but actually extending
it across eight days, as it is meant to be celebrated.”§

FREDERICTON — C’est le 9 janvier 2021, à l’église Sainte-Anne-
des-Pays-Bas de Fredericton que fut présenté la bourse de 1000
$ à Mélissa Carrier, étudiante en Science à l’université de
Moncton. Elle reçoit cette première bourse qui sera remise
annuellement à un/e gradué/e du secondaire de la région de
Fredericton qui poursuivra des études post-secondaires et ayant
démontré un intérêt aux activités de la paroisse. Mélissa participe
régulièrement aux deux chorales de l’église et souvent comme
soliste. La bourse est une initiative du Conseil paroissial rendue
possible grâce aux dons de paroissiens généreux. La photo:
Gilles Carrier, Mme. Carrier, Raymonde Carrier, Père Peter
Melanson, curé et Ron Arseneault, président du Conseil. 
The first Bourse d’étude Sainte-Anne of $1000 was awarded to
Mélissa Carrier on January 9, 2021.  Mélissa completed her first
semester towards a Science degree with the Université de
Moncton. The bursary is for Fredericton region High School
graduates, planning to do post-secondary studies, who have
demonstrated interest in activities of the Paroisse Sainte-Anne-
des-Pays-Bas. Mélissa is a regular participant in the two choirs
of the parish and often as soloist.  This is an initiative of the
Parish Council, made possible by generous donations by
parishioners. (L to r ) Gilles Carrier, Mme. Carrier, Raymonde
Carrier, Father Peter Melanson, pastor et Ron Arseneault,
president of the council. 


